
Thrifty Notes! Help us help the Seneca County Community! 

Every time you donate items or make a        

purchase at the HOC Thrift Store you are   

helping the Seneca County House of Concern 

maintain our mission of helping our neighbors 

in need. Both your donations of items AND 

your purchases make a difference. Don’t worry 

that your purchases might take something 

from someone who needs it more than you do. 

Because of the generosity of the community we 

rarely have a shortage of goods to place on our 

shelves and when necessary we always have items to donate to our clients.  

We accept gently used clothing, accessories, shoes, household goods such as 

kitchen utensils, dishes, cookware, working appliances, books, toys, bedding 

and furniture that is in good condition. All items are checked closely by our staff 

before it is put on display. There is a lot of manpower that goes into sorting 

through the donations as well as the occasional pick-up of donations with our 

trailer.  

While most of the donations are in good condition there is at times items 

dropped off or requested to be picked up that cannot be sold in our store or   

given to our clients. Our mission is and always has been to treat people with  

dignity and respect. Items such as appliances that do not work, old tv sets,     

furniture that is damaged or has bad odors or clothing that is dirty, torn, stained 

or too badly worn cannot be sold to our customers and will not be donated to 

our clients. Whenever possible we do pass along some of these items to other 

agencies, such as the Salvation Army, who can use them for their purposes. 

Receipt / pick up of unusable donations is a strain on 

our already limited resources. Because it becomes an 

expenditure of our staff, our volunteers and our     

financial resources to spend time and energy moving 

these goods and then having to pay to dispose of 

them or transport them elsewhere we are enacting 

policies wherein we reserve the right to refuse items. 

We are always grateful for the donations of items the 

community gives us but we respectfully ask that our 

supporters do not put an unnecessary burden on us 

with items we can’t use. If you are not sure please 

contact us or ask before donating.  
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Food for Thought  
By Olan Mack 

 
 

Greetings Seneca County! Once again, I’d like to acknowledge the Seneca County community for its          

unwavering support of our agency and the vulnerable populations we serve. The organization certainly 

would not be on the  footing it stands on today without your support, commitment and energy.  

Since our last newsletter we have had a very event filled summer. Thank you to the Seneca County        

Community and businesses for your support of two fundraisers that helped the Seneca County House of 

Concern raise much needed resources to assist us in assisting our clients. We hosted our first Color         

Run - Kids helping Kids, on Saturday July 19th, 2017.  We are looking for the event to grow and expose 

more kids to the issues of food insecurity in Seneca County and provide them with an outlet to help. We  

also successfully held our 2nd annual Canal Crawl Paddling   Poverty event and raised more than last year 

and team participation increased as well.  It is our hope that Canal Crawl becomes a destination fundraising 

event for all our service delivery area.   

As far as services we continue to serve nearly 400 families per month, and calendar year to date we         

continue to serve on average over 13,000 meals monthly.  For the year we have also moved on average over 

15 tons per month of food through our doors and directly to families in need.  

Our Thrift Store will be open on the 3rd Saturday each month through year end.  The Thrift store has been 

able to help on average 25 families per month with nonfood clothing / furniture / household items.  We 

have also received the generosity of the community in the form of gently used clothing, furniture, appliance 

and household item  donations. 

Please follow us on our website and on Facebook to keep up with 

our latest news, events and fundraisers. Keep us in mind as you 

start your fall cleaning and are looking for a new home for some of 

your things – especially furniture! Come shop in our store and    

support the food pantry at the same time!   

Wishing you peace and warmth! 

 

Olan Mack 

 

Call out for Handyman Volunteers 

We are in need of volunteers to help with fixing things, from      

minor carpentry work to painting. 

Volunteering is a great way to bring your corporate, faith, or   

community group together to help make a positive impact in our 

community. 

If you or a group you are involved with are looking for a rewarding 

way to give back and have repair skills please contact Olan Mack 

at director@houseofconcern.org or call 315-568-2433. 

 Thank you! 



Canal Crawl Exceeded Last Years’ Totals 

 

The 2nd annual Canal Crawl Paddling Poverty was held 
on Saturday, August 19, 2017. The event was a       
continued  success with participation and proceeds 
exceeding the  previous year.  

The paddlers started their scenic day at 9:00 AM being  
serenaded with live music by Brad and Anna at Oak 
Island, where they launched and went through Lock 4 
in Waterloo. They paddled their way down the Cayuga
-Seneca Canal to Van Cleef Lake in Seneca Falls in their   
kayaks and canoes. Many participants competed in a 
visual Scavenger Hunt and a few ball toss games while 
being   escorted by antique wooden boats. The paddle 
culminated at the Seneca Falls Recreation Center with 
more live music, a picnic and celebration where prizes 

were awarded to those who raised the most money in pledges.  

The Canal Crawl Paddling Poverty committee would like to thank everyone who made this 2nd Annual 
Event a tremendous success. Without our generous sponsors, our supporters, friends, volunteers and last 
but certainly not least, all the people who participated, this unique event would not be possible. We are so 
very grateful to you all. We have set the date for next year’s event as August 18, 2018. Please put us on 
your calendar. We hope to see you there. 

 

 

 

How Kids Helped Their Neighbors in Need 
 

The Color Run “Kids Helping Kids” fundraiser was held 
on   Saturday, July 29th, 2017 at Mynderse Academy 
Track and Field in Seneca Falls.  The Seneca Falls Parks 
and Recreation partnered with the Seneca County 
House of Concern to host the community charity      
one-mile Color Run. 

Approximately 50 runners (mostly children and a few 
adults) registered for the event. Fun was had by all 
with t-shirts provided to those who preregistered and 
sunglasses to protect their eyes.  Ice pops, fruit and 
water were provided when the run was over. 

Thank you to our sponsors and to all who participated 
in our first annual Color Run. Check back to our         
Facebook page and website for a date to be determine 
for 2018.  

 



Community Thanksgiving Dinner – Volunteers Needed 

 

Plans are under way for the 3rd Annual Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner in Seneca Falls. Once again, The 

Seneca Falls Elks Lodge 992 will host the Community 

Thanksgiving Dinner at 2221 River Road, Seneca Falls on 

Thursday, November 23rd, from 11:00 AM – 2:00 PM   

assisted by the T.R.A.C. Team in collaboration with the 

Seneca County House of Concern and the United Way of 

Seneca County.  
 

We are looking for volunteers to help with prep, cooking, 

set up, decorations, serving, deliveries and clean up.  

Preparation for the dinner will begin on Monday,           

November 20th and continue through Wednesday the 22nd 

with completion in the early morning of Thursday,        

November 23rd. Please call (315) 568-2433 to sign up to 

volunteer and suggest what area you are willing to help 

with.  
 

The dinner will be open to all in need for a holiday meal or a place to go. No one should eat 

alone on Thanksgiving!  This will be a full dinner served buffet style including dessert.     

Delivery will be available to those with an absolute need and cannot attend at the Elks 

Lodge.  To schedule delivery you must register by calling (315) 568-2433.  

 



Trinity Church holds 4th Annual Denim & Diamonds Gala 
 

The 4th annual Denim & Diamonds Gala sponsored by Trinity Church will 

be held on Friday, October 13, 2017 at the Seneca Falls Country Club at 

2790 Route 89, Seneca Falls. The gala will be from 6:00 to 10:00 PM and 

will have something for everyone. 

Dinner choices are Chicken Parmesan, Stuffed Sole or Penne Alfredo. The 

Destination Duo Band will provide live music for dancing and listening. 

The highlight of the evening is an opportunity to win a REAL diamond and 

a $250 cash prize. There will also be a silent auction and raffles. 

Tickets are $40 per person and can be purchased at Trinity Church office 

27 Fall Street, Seneca Falls, at Robinette Jewelers and The Copy Shop 

(both in Seneca Falls). 

The proceeds will benefit the Seneca County House of Concern and the churches other outreach programs. 

For more information call 315-568-5145 or visit www.trinitychurchsenecafalls.com.                          

 

                                        Like our Facebook page: HOC Thrift Store  

                                        for the special sales on Saturdays and for further updates. 

 3rd Annual Taste & Tunes Supports the Hungry in Seneca County 

Generations Bank hosted the 3rd Annual Taste and Tunes on Friday, August 18, 
2017 featuring local food, wine and beverages from local area restaurants and 
business paired with local live music. The event raised $2,367.12 which was       
donated to the Seneca County House of Concern, Seneca Falls Backpack program, 
and Trevor’s Gift to support the hungry in our local community. 

Thank you Generations Bank, the committee, event sponsors and the many      
vendors and performers for your continued generosity at this annual event.  

 

 

 

 

 

Foodlink Mobile Pantry  

Remaining Dates for 2017 

Seneca County House of Concern 

Wednesdays 

2:30 - 4:30 PM 

October 11th 

November 8th 

December 13th 
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Thank you for your donations 

 

Thrift Store Hours  
M-F 9:00-4:00 

 
Food Pantry  

M-F 9:00-12:30 and 1:30-3:30  

       GET CONNECTED AND MAKE DONATIONS ELECTRONICALLY 

Did you know that you can now make donations to the House of Concern online? Go to www.houseofconcern.org and click on 
DONATE.  You can use your credit/debit card, or use PayPal.  It’s very easy.  

Did you know that a donation of: 

 $25 will purchase 15 jars of peanut butter 

 $50 will purchase 40 boxes of cereal 

 $100 will purchase 50 dozen eggs 

 $500 will allow us to purchase meat 

             Please donate today! 

For updates on special events, sales and items available at our stores:  

HOC Thrift Store on Facebook. 

Seneca County House of Concern on Facebook! 

Don’t forget!  You can receive this newsletter via email and save us postage!  

Send an email message to publicrelations@houseofconcern.org  to start receiving your newsletters electronically. 

SENECA COUNTY 

House of Concern 
35 State St., Seneca Falls NY 13148 

315.568.2433 

Make a Difference! 

http://www.houseofconcern.org
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