
United Way Volunteer Recognition 
United Way of Seneca County held its annual 
meeting and volunteer recognition on Tues-
day, February 21st. The meeting was a look 
back at the previous year, acknowledging  
outgoing board members and welcoming new 
leadership, recognizing the donors, agencies, 
businesses, and volunteers from partnering 
agencies that do the work of helping others in 
Seneca County. 

The Seneca County House of Concern        
recognized Gary Ippolito, who has a regular 
presence at our agency. (Gary is pictured at 
left with staff members Delores Morgan, 
Richelle Losey and Olan Mack, Executive  
Director) 

His positive attitude, self-motivation and deep caring for the mission of the organization made 
him the unanimous choice for this year’s representative for recognition as our Volunteer of the 
Year.  

While Gary’s preference is to be working outside keeping our facility a neat, tidy and welcoming 
presence in our community, he also embraces the need to keep the Thrift Store an organized and 
pleasant place to shop for our community and our clients.  He brings joy to the staff and inspires 
everyone to work harder and be better people. Gary’s dedication and perseverance makes our 
small organization a nicer place to visit and he is an example of the type of organization the 
House of Concern is. A place that feeds minds with knowledge, stomachs with food and hearts 
with hope. 

Congratulations Gary on your well-deserved recognition! We truly appreciate your hard work 
and thank you for all that you do at the Seneca County House of Concern. 

Announcing New Website Redesign 

Fingerlakes1.com recently helped us redesign our website to include more content, news and 
streamline the menus to simplify finding information about our food pantry, thrift store and  
other services. There are many new features including an online form to make it easier to sign up 
to volunteer and an events section to find information about our fundraising events. Now       
everything you find in our newsletters and more can always be found on our website. A brief 
look at the new design is below. Check it out at houseofconcern.org.   
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Food for Thought  
By Olan Mack 

 

Hello Seneca County! My name is Olan Mack and I am the relatively newly appointed Executive Director of  
Seneca County House of Concern. I would like to thank past Executive Director Rhonda Jasper for all she has 
and continues to do for SCHOC. She has provided me with great counsel not only in relation to the agency, but 
to me personally as I take on this new endeavor. The organization certainly would not be on the firm footing it 
stands on today without her insightful leadership, commitment and energy.  

I have been in nonprofit management for over 20 years and I can tell you SCHOC holds its own as far as an 
agency of this size that affects so much good in a community.  I witness daily both the good done by SCHOC and 
the appreciation of those served.  It is, of course, only with the tremendous support of this community that 
SCHOC remains a staple here in Seneca County. Over the holidays and beyond, I have been able to see the   
overwhelming generosity of businesses and citizens alike donating money, food, time and countless other items 
all to support our neighbors in need. This, along with a dedicated board of directors and a hardworking staff, 
allows the SCHOC to continue to serve our neighbors in need. 

As you may already know SCHOC has been assisting some of Seneca County’s most underserved, marginalized 
and at risk residents for some 48 years. Over the last calendar year (2016) SCHOC has served 5,045 families of 
which 451 were new and  hadn’t received services from SCHOC in the previous 12 months.  The families assisted 
were comprised of 13,042 individuals. In calendar year 2016 SCHOC provided nearly 200,000 meals to families 
of Seneca County whom were in need.  

2017 finds us at a challenging cross road. While the needs of our most challenged community residents stays 
constant and often increases, the resources with which we have available to us at SCHOC seems to stagnate and 

in some cases, we are experiencing a reduction. The Board of Directors 
and I are collectively putting things in motion to ensure a brighter and 
more prosperous future for SCHOC. With your support, encouragement 
and energy we will get their together!  

Please follow us on our newly redesigned website and on Facebook to 
keep up with our latest news, events and fundraisers. Keep us in mind as 
you start your spring cleaning and are looking for a new home for some 
of your things – especially furniture! Come shop in our store and sup-
port the food pantry at the same time!   

Wishing you peace and warmth! 

Olan Mack 

PLEASE HELP US SAVE MONEY AND  
GIVE BACK TO THE HOUSE OF CONCERN WITHOUT SPENDING A DIME! 

 
It's simple. Just send your e-mail address to publicrelations@houseofconcern.org to receive your copy of 

our newsletter electronically. We want to continue keeping in touch with our 

supporters and donors and we know you would rather have us spend your 

donations on feeding people rather than printing and postage. So please stop 

what you are doing just for a moment and send us an email with the subject 

line "EMAIL NEWSLETTER" and we will put you on the list for electronic 

delivery.  

      THANK YOU! 



The Traveling Little Black Dress - New Location! 
 

The fifth annual fashion show and 
luncheon, titled The Traveling Little Black 
Dress… “Has Breakfast at Tiffany’s”, will 
occur on Friday, April 7th and Saturday, 
April 8th at 11:00 a.m. at the Holiday Inn 
Waterloo (Seneca Falls).   
 
This is a change in location due to the 
growth of this exciting event along with the growth in  
need in our communities.  The change in location will allow for more 
room for guests to mingle and for models to work the crowd with a 
good view from every seat. The staff at the Holiday Inn promise to 
make this equal to “Breakfast at Tiffany’s”!  
 
With our organization providing food for an average of 450 families 
every month the annual event helps us meet this demand and has 
become the primary fundraiser of our organization each spring.  
Beginning in 2013, through the fourth year in 2016, The Traveling Little 
Black Dress has raised over $50,000 for the Seneca County House of 
Concern.  We are hoping to significantly build on the momentum again 
this year.  
 
The fun begins at 11:00 a.m. with raffles and shopping opportunities 
provided by local businesses. At 11:30 the doors will open and you will 
take your seats, as the music and fashion show begin.  Attendees will 
have a choice of three delicious entrees along with a special dessert 
while being treated to another delightful show created by the amazing 
Sharon Hoatland. The fashion show includes lovely fashions worn by 
models who are your local friends, business colleagues and neighbors 
and as always, there will be some fun and shenanigans while they 
“strut their stuff”. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tickets for the event are $35.00 each or save by purchasing two or more for 
$30.00 each. This event is open seating except for reserved tables for 8 people. 
Choice of entrees are Pasta with Grilled Vegetables, Lemon Caper Chicken or 
Broiled Tilapia. Tickets can be purchased by calling (315)730-4975, at the Copy 
Shop 105 Fall Street, Seneca Falls or on the Seneca County House of Concern 
website www.houseofconcern.org. 
 
Remember, when you support The Traveling Little Black Dress Fashion Show, 
you are helping to feed the hungry in Seneca County.  
 
 
 
 
 



Need to Feed Challenge – Spring 2017 
 
Each spring generous sponsors offer matching funds for individual donations. 
This year we will be kicking off the fundraising campaign in April and ending 
on May 15th.  It is the best time of year to make a financial contribution or 
donate food items to the House of Concern.  
 
Sponsors will match any individual’s monetary donation dollar for dollar as 
well as every food donation at $1.00 per food item. The campaign helps us 
bring awareness of the needs of our neighbors and maximizes individual 
donations. Watch for our mailing next month and check our website for more 
information. 
 

 
 
 

Canal Crawl Paddling Poverty-Planning for 2nd Annual Event Underway 
 

Looking out the window this time of year, the last thing one thinks about is 
kayaking and canoeing! However, the committee has begun planning for the 
August 19, 2017 event. Be sure to put us on your calendar and please spread the 
word to your friends. We are working on some new ideas to make this year’s 
event unique and entertaining.  
 
Last year’s inaugural event was a huge success with 
more than 70 participants paddling down the 
Cayuga-Seneca Canal from the Waterloo Lock to the 
Seneca Falls Community Center to benefit our food 

pantry. You will enjoy a relaxing paddle down the canal, live entertainment, lunch and the 
satisfaction in knowing your attendance will help the Seneca County House of Concern 
continue our mission. 
 
The Cayuga-Seneca Canal and Croaker (our mascot) is calling! We hope to see you there 
on August 19th and double participation! More details and registration information 
coming this spring at houseofconcern.org.  Meanwhile - LIKE us on Facebook: 
 
 CANAL CRAWL PADDLING POVERTY 
 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                New Beginnings Boutique Closed 
We are saddened to announce that New Beginnings Boutique closed permanently 
at the end of 2016. We would like to thank the community and our customers for 
their support over the years and their continued generosity. We would also like to 
show our appreciation to Lynne, the boutique manager, as well as other staff 
members and volunteers who worked for the success of the store.  
We were and continue to be very proud of the project, however it was decided to 
concentrate on our HOC Thrift Store at 35 State Street, Seneca Falls. We ask that 

our loyal customers continue to shop at the HOC Thrift Store where you will find gently used clothing,     
furniture, household items, and much more! All remaining boutique inventory was moved to the thrift 
store. The store is open Monday – Friday from 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

 
The HOC Thrift Store holds a  

Bag Sale Twice a Month! 
 

$10.00 will purchase a bag of clothes from the thrift store 
racks. New Beginnings Boutique inventory is $17.00 per 
bag. Coats, shoes, belts, and purses (accessories) are not 
allowed in bags. Stop in and check out what the store has 
to offer and remember all proceeds help us continue our 
mission.  

For more information and special sales announcements 
please like the store on Facebook @HOC Thrift Store  
                                        

 
 

Change in Food Pantry and Administrative Hours  
Effective February 1, 2017 the food pantry and office hours were changed  

to better accommodate our clients. The new hours are: 

Monday – Friday 9:00 - 12:30 & 1:30 - 3:30  
 

 
 

             Foodlink Mobile Pantry Dates for 2017 

The Foodlink mobile pantry is held monthly with a truck arriving 
to our food pantry with excess food. The trucks travel to locations 
in rural and under-served areas of the Foodlink 10-county service 
area and are filled with mostly perishable items such as dairy, 
fruits, vegetables and breads. Volunteers and staff of the Seneca 
County House of Concern help set up and serve clients.  

Anyone who could use a little extra food is welcome to come. 
There is no income, age or residency requirement and no cost to 
clients. If you attend, please bring your own sturdy bags. Also, 
please be courteous to our neighbors and do not park on private 
property.  

All mobile pantry dates in 2017 will be held on   
Wednesdays from 2:30 - 4:30 PM.  

Seneca County House of Concern 
Wednesdays 

2:30 - 4:30 PM 

April 12th 

May 10th 

June 21st 

July 5th 

August 16th 

September 13th 

October 11th 

November 8th 

December 13th 
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Thank you for your donations 

 

Thrift Store Hours  
M-F 9:00-4:00 

 
Food Pantry  

M-F 9:00-12:30 and 1:30-3:30  

       GET CONNECTED AND MAKE DONATIONS ELECTRONICALLY 

Did you know that you can now make donations to the House of Concern online? Go to www.houseofconcern.org and click on 
DONATE.  You can use your credit/debit card, or use PayPal.  It’s very easy.  

Did you know that a donation of: 

 $25 will purchase 15 jars of peanut butter 
 $50 will purchase 40 boxes of cereal 
 $100 will purchase 50 dozen eggs 
 $500 will allow us to purchase meat 
             Please donate today! 
For updates on special events, sales and items available at our stores:  

HOC Thrift Store on Facebook. 

Seneca County House of Concern on Facebook! 

Don’t forget!  You can receive this newsletter via email and save us postage!  
Send an email message to publicrelations@houseofconcern.org  to start receiving your newsletters electronically. 

SENECA COUNTY 

House of Concern 
35 State St., Seneca Falls NY 13148 
315.568.2433 

Make a Difference! 


